
What is Sustainable Development? 
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agencies, offer “Visioning” grants and “Challenge” grants to local 
communities for the purpose of developing a plan of action to 
transform the community into a sustainable community. These 
grants are sometimes awarded to planning departments within 
local governments and to Universities that teach sustainable 
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Identify what residents treasure in their county and identify • Never compromise wetlands or wildlife 

what residents want for the future of their county; • Preservation of scenic views 

Seek to clarify and resolve any differences in what people • Designate scenic highways 

want; and • Development should be clustered 

Build broad commitment among citizens and the public, • Rural village concept 
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towered above its neighbors, blocking sunlight and the view of the on Environment and Development, and, without Congressional 

city. The U.S. Department of Commerce offered model zoning consideration or debate, President Bill Clinton imposed that vision 

legislation for states in 1924, which was quickly adopted by most on America with an Executive Order, 

states. The law essentially authorized local governments to adopt 
zoning ordinances. The constitutionality of the law was tested in 
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trust such as The Nature Conservancy, that would likely resell the boundary zones. 9 

land to the government at a profit. Owners who choose not to sell 

their property to the government would continue to pay taxes on Sustainable communities are the vision of the international 

the land even though use of the land would be strictly controlled by coalition that created Agenda 21 . The PCSD facilitated the vision 

the government, if allowed at all. through several federal agencies, but particularly through the U.S. 
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every other visioning statement in every other county. 

The “old” process for deciding public policy involved private citizens 

requesting their elected officials to adopt a policy, followed by The goals produced by every visioning process automatically 

vigorous public debate by those in support of the policy proposal, produce the question: How do we achieve these goals? Under the 

and by those who oppose the proposal. Eventually, after all sides “old” decision process, the question would be put to a governing 
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use without just compensation. If future generations are to know the freedom that propelled 

I America to its leadership of the world, much of the freedom 
The Supreme Court ruled that “public use” actually meant “public lost must be reclaimed. That reclamation must begin at the local 

purpose” in 1954. 16 Since then, governments have become courthouse and extend to Congress and to the White House, 

extremely creative in the manufacture of ways to take private Government at every level has been permeated by people who 
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people getting very rich while others barely survive in poverty. and the rich will continue to exploit the underclass. Actually, the 

Their argument claims that if government manages markets and opposite is true. Government-managed societies always end in 

society, then everyone could be assured of at least a home, a environmental degradation, misuse of resources, greater division 

livable income, an education, and now, health care. They argue of economic classes, and hopelessness for the government- 

that a society in which everyone has at least these benefits must dependent poor. 
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government created by the U.S. Constitution cannot quietly A free market, though, is self correcting; a government-managed 

concede. These are the people who must assert their influence market is not. In fact, a government-managed market inevitably 

and convince the undecided to join the effort to reclaim freedom compounds its errors, and ultimately drags down the entire 

and restore our national power, prosperity and prestige that was market, 

once America. 
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to pay claims, and the federal government had to make good its scary scenarios of sustainable development proponents. Neither 

guarantee of the sub-prime loans. Ultimately, the taxpayers had to should the promises of unknown developers be accepted at 

bail out the government for its ridiculous policy of forcing banks to face value. Every person must get informed about the issues 

lend money to people who could not qualify for mortgages. in his community, state and nation. This is the first step toward 

reclaiming freedom. 
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Had the 35 people in the Glades County visioning group watched reflect Constitutional values, campaign for their job, or replace 

35 or more Tea Party members walk in and add their wishes and them with better representatives, 

desires to the vision, even the professional facilitator could not 

twist their vision into consensus with Agenda 21 . There is no end to the ways you can get involved if you are 

adequately informed. 
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